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substance, can be styled the quality of the body to which it is
conjoined. And although I imagined that gravity was diffused
throughout the whole of the body possessing weight, nevertheless I
did not ascribe to it that very extension which constituted the
nature of the body; for true bodily extension is of such a nature
as to prevent any interpenetration of parts. At the same time I
believed that there was as much gravity in a man of gold or of some
other metal a foot long, as in a piece of wood ten feet long; nay
I believed that it was all contracted within a mathematical point.
In fact I also saw that while it remained coextensive with the
heavy body, it could exercise its force at an}^ point of the body,
because whatever the part might be to which a rope was attached,
it pulled the rope with all its weight, exactly as if the gravity
resided in the part alone which the rope touched and was not
diffused through the others. Indeed it is in no other way that I
now understand mind to be coextensive with the body, the whole
in the whole, and the whole in any of its parts. But the chief sign
that my idea of gravity was derived from that which I had of the
mind, is that I thought that gravity carried bodies toward the
centre of the earth as if it contained some knowledge of this
centre within it. For it could not act as it did without knowledge,
nor can there be any knowledge except in the mind. At the same
time I attributed also to gravity certain things which cannot be
understood to apply to mind in the same sense; as e.g. that it was
divisible, measurable, etc.

But after I had noted these things with sufficient care, and had
accurately distinguished the idea of mind from the ideas of body and
corporeal movement, and had discovered that all my previous ideas
of real qualities or substantial forms had been composed or manu-
factured by me out of the former set of ideas, I easily released
myself from all the doubts that are here advanced. For firstly
I had no doubt that I possessed a clear idea of my own mind1,
of which naturally I had the most intimate knowledge2, nor could
I doubt that that idea was wholly diverse from the idea of other
things, and contained within it no element of corporeity. For since
I had sought to find out the true ideas of all other things as well
and seemed to have a general acquaintance with all of them, I
found nothing in them which was not wholly different from the
idea of the mind. And I saw that there was a much greater

1  Soul in Appendix (I),-above, p. 239.

2  F. V. adds * since it was constantly present to and bound up with me.